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The African Intellectual Property Organization (OAPI) was created by the Bangui Agreement on March 2,
1977 and came into force on February 8, 1982. A revised Bangui Agreement came into force on February
28, 2002.

The current members (17) of OAPI are:
Benin

Burkina Faso

Cameroon

Central African Republic
Chad

Comoros

Congo

Cote d’lvoire

Equatorial Guinea
Gabon

Guinea

Guinea-Bissau

Mali

Mauritania

Niger

Senegal

Togo

While its member states are Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) contracting states, they must be designated
for a regional patent through OAPI (that is the "national route" via the PCT has been closed).

Its member states are also members of the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property.



